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Mr. Matsudo Toru
Mayor, City of Funabashi
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The City of Funabashi and the City of Odense marked the 35" anniversary, and likewise the City and the City of
Xi’an marked the 30™ anniversary of their sister city relationship in 2024.

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to all those who have engaged in sister city exchanges energetically.

Odense is the birthplace of Hans Christian Andersen, the world-famous author of fairy tales. “Paper Cutting
Contest” hosted by Funabashi H.C.Andersen Park, which was established due to the sister city exchange program,
is in its 16™ holding in 2024 and thus fulfilled interactions with Odense have continued in a wide range of fields
including welfare and education.

As well as Odense, grassroots exchanges with Xi’an have continued between citizens, including educational
exchange programs among elementary, middle, and high school students in our two cities, in addition, Go games
and Chong Yang Qigong passed down by Xi’an to Funabashi has taken root in the city.

Furthermore, I trust the visits of the official delegation of Funabashi to the two sister cities as part of the
anniversary celebration were also important to further deepen our friendship as we were able to share and renew
awareness of the significance of our previous exchanges.

Unpredictable situations still continue in the world. Because of this situation, I strongly believe the sister city
relationship which connects people to people like friends through their hearts will make a significant contribution
to world peace.

At any point in time, those who carry the responsibility for the future are the young people. I wish to express my
earnest hope that the bonds of friendship will be passed on to the next generation and that exchanges between
Funabashi and the two cities will continue to flourish and grow.
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Mr. Watanabe Kenji
Chairman, Funabashi City Assembly
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I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations on the 35" anniversary of the
Funabashi - Odense Sister City affiliation and the 30™ anniversary of the Funabashi
- Xi’an Friendship City affiliation.

Ever since the start of our exchanges, in 1984 with Odense and in 1982 with Xi’
an, we have been deepening our bonds in various fields such as education, culture,
sports, youth and economy and so on. These many years of exchanges are the
proof of our friendship that overcome the language and cultural barriers, which are
Funabashi City’s valuable assets.

We had opportunities to visit both cities, allowing us to appreciate each other for
our friendships to this day and to confirm our even further development, that makes
us really happy.

I would like to close my congratulatory message wishing our exchanges with both
cities will keep progressing for the next 10 years and even many more years to come.
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Mr. Matsumoto Jun
Superintendent
Funabashi Board of Education
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Mr. Kaki Hiroshi
President

Funabashi International Relations Association (FIRA)
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I am extremely delighted that this year marks the
milestone for the sister city relationship with our sister
cities, Odense and Xi’an.

With the cooperation with the City of Odense in
citizenship education to youth, we dispatched teachers
and staff for four years beginning in FY2015, and we
were able to hold the workshop for teachers having
teachers from Odense in 2016. Thus, what we have
learned from Odense has led our citizenship education.
As well as that, we received a 36-member educational
friendship delegation from Xi’an in 2024 after eight
years of absence, and students, teachers, and staff
enjoyed inter-school exchanges and other activities.
It gives me a great pleasure to be able to deepen our
friendship in such a memorable year.

I sincerely hope that children who will lead the next
generation will be involved in society on their own
initiative, and that they will go forward to the future
with an international perspective making use of their
experiences in international exchanges.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all those
who have been involved in friendship exchanges, and
I hope the bonds of friendship between Funabashi and
the two cities will deepen further.
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I would like to express my sincere congratulations
on the 35™ anniversary of the Funabashi - Odense
Sister City relationship and the 30" anniversary of the
Funabashi - Xi’an Friendship City relationship.

FIRA has held events in cooperation with various
related organizations as a member of Funabashi Sister
City / Friendship City Anniversary Project Committee.
We held the “International Festival in Funa terrace” at
Funabashi Port Shinsui Park in November 2024 having
lots of visitors to the stage events as in singing and
dancing related to the both cities, food trucks, stalls
selling culinary delights from various countries and
traditional crafts, as well as a stamp rally event where
you try English quizzes and Chinese games at the
venue and so on, giving them opportunities to feel the
cities close.

It is us, each and every one of the citizen, that plays
the main role in sister/friendship city exchanges.
Wishing the heart-warming friendships with both
cities last for many more years to come, we will keep
promoting the sister/friendship city relationships in
cooperation with Funabashi City so that the wave of
exchanges by both citizens expand even further.
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Chairman
The Funabashi Chamber of Commerce and Industry
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On the occasion of the 35" anniversary of Funabashi -
Odense Sister City affiliation and the 30" anniversary
of Funabashi - Xi’an Friendship City affiliation, I would
like to extend my sincere respect to the people involved
for their dedicated efforts. They have strived to hold
commemorative activities successfully such as visit to
the both cities, holding anniversary events as in “Let’s
Eat Meals Campaign” where you had opportunities to
try both cities’ cuisines, the “International Festival in
Funa terrace” and so on. I would also love to express
my heartfelt gratitude for giving us the opportunity,
as members of the delegation group to the City of
Odense, to exchange opinions with the Fynsk Erhverv
(Funen Chamber of Commerce) members.

Considering the recent world situation where many
people are losing their lives and houses due to conflicts
and invasions and so on, not a single day passes
without thinking of the value of peace.

Although the world has become even smaller thanks to
the progress of ICT (Information and Communication
Technology), there is nothing better than friendship
activities with “face-to-face” citizens’ exchanges on a
regular basis.

I would like to close my message hoping these
friendship ties will last forever and mutual peace will
be secured.
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Mayor, The City of Odense
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Odense and Funabashi have shared a special bond for
35 years, a relationship that has enriched both cities in
countless ways. As we celebrate this milestone, I reflect on
the deep friendship and mutual respect that have grown
between us.

Since 1989, when Odense and Funabashi became sister
cities, we have enjoyed numerous exchanges that have
strengthened our cultural and economic ties. The opening
of Funabashi’s H.C. Andersen Park in 1996 is a symbol of
our enduring connection.

During the H.C. Andersen Festival in august 2024 we were
honored to host the delegation visit from Funabashi, headed
by mayor Matsudo. Our city was adorned in vibrant colors,
with music and magic filling the streets. This festival is a
testament to our shared love for the works of H.C. Andersen,
whose stories you help bring to life, thousands of kilometers
from his birthplace.

We are grateful for the personal bonds that have been
formed over the years, the stories shared, and the moments
of joy and support. These connections are the true essence
of our partnership.

Looking ahead, we are excited to continue exchanging
knowledge, innovation, and friendship. We aim to build a
future where our children and grandchildren can proudly
say that their grandparents helped bridge the gap between
Odense and Funabashi.

Thank you, Funabashi, for 35 years of friendship and
cooperation. We look forward to many more years of shared
history and future opportunities.
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At Museum Odense we consider our friendship with both
the city of Funabashi and Funabashi H.C. Andersen Park the
crown jewel of our relationships with cities and museums
all over the world that share the interest and love for the
always present and relevant work of H.C. Andersen.

This enriching friendship between our cities and cultural
institutions has now lasted for 35 years, and it is impossible
to keep count of the exchanges of ideas and contacts
between people that have interacted and visited each other
over the years.

In 2023 I visited Funabashi for the first time and was
overwhelmed by the friendly reception and the dedication
to keeping Andersen’s work alive and your effort to make
Andersen relevant and available for children. Since then,
I have had numerous contacts with good colleagues in
Funabashi as have my other colleagues. I am so pleased
to work for strengthening our relations and together with
Funabashi cultivate new inspiring fields of co-operation.
Our friendship is a constant reminder of the pleasure and
richness Andersen gained from traveling and meeting other
people as well as a reminder of the value of building strong
relationships between nations, cities and institutions.

Al large thank you, Funabashi, for a lasting and ever
enriching friendship. We move into the next 35 years with
friendship and bonds stronger than ever.
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