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Improving Welfare to Prepare for Our Declining Birth Rate and Aging Citizenship

With citizens' burgeoning interest in volunteering, Funabashi City set up the first volun-

teer college in Chiba Prefecture. This college allows students to acquire knowledge and skills for

welfare volunteer work, and to exhibit acquired skills in community activities. Citizens, the college,

and the city support volunteer activities for the aged in an integrated manner.
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Making Funabashi more Eco-Friendly

The first-phase construction of Takase sewage treatment plant, started in 1993, was
completed and the plant was put into operation in April of 1999. A hybrid-engine bus, combining a
diesel engine and electricity, was employed for social education for the first time in Chiba
Prefecture's municipalities.
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The Tobinodai Historic Spot Park Museum was opened in 2000 and exhibits excavated

articles from the "Tobinodai Shell Midden," which is an excavation ancient site from the early

N—OU—TLEHETEFIIHEAELHR

people 7,000 years ago by touching stone ware and shells, and making earthen ware and acces-

Jomon Period. Here, remains have been restored so that visitors may experience the lifestyle of
sories through a workshop held by the museum.

Preserving Jomon Era Heritage for Future Generations
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In accordance with the "mutual disaster relief operation agreement" between the two
cities, Funabashi carried out a disaster drill jointly with Yokosuka City in Kanagawa Prefecture. The

drill was performed via a sea route for the first time in Japan. Funabashi, aiming to be resistant

against disaster, is preparing itself supported by disaster-relief operation agreements concluded

with municipalities in Chiba Prefecture and Kawaguchi City in Saitama Prefecture as well.

Protecting Citizens Against Disaster




Nakanogi Interchange Fully Opened to Traffic

The overhead automobile interchange at Nakanogi on the Funabashi-Abiko principal pre-

fectural road was fully opened to traffic in 2002. In response to citizens' request for resolving the

chronic traffic congestion, Chiba Prefecture started in 1984 to widen the road into four lanes and

began to elevate the road into an overpass in 1998. Construction completed in 2002.
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Funabashi City, growing into one of the foremost metropolitan cities, was formally recog-

nized as such in 2003 by becoming a "Core City" in reality and in name. A "Core City" is a city spe-

B TER CHIORZMAREE

cially designated the right to carry out many functions normally performed by the prefectural gov-
ernment. This new grant of authority has resulted in for example, the opening of the city's health-

Funabashi, Chiba Prefecture's First "Core City"
care center.
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Safety Through the Efforts of the Citizens

The city organized the Citizens' Security Section to protect citizens against increasing
crime. The new section began to patrol the city with a pseudo patrol car. The section is also work-
ing with neighborhood community associations to improve crime prevention by supporting voluntary
anti-crime and neighborhood watch organizations.
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Welcoming Crown Princess Mary of Denmark

In celebration of the 200th anniversary of Hans Christian Andersen's birth, Andersen

Studio was newly opened inside the Andersen Park Children's Art Museum. The ceremony held in

advance of the opening was graced with the presence of Crown Princess Mary of Denmark. Crown

Princess spent some time with children of Funabashi.
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A Fully Elevated Keisei Line

Following the full elevation of the Keisei Line between Kaijin Station and Funabashi

Keibajo Station, sixteen railroad crossings were eliminated. It is expected that the traffic congestion
will be reduced and the space under the elevated tracks will be utilized effectively. Funabashi is

changing into a more convenient and active city.
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