Development of International Exchange - Funabashi Arrives on the International Stage 1985~1996

In this ten year period which surrounds the transition from the Showa to the
Heisei era, Funabashi City pursued expanded exchanges with countries around the
world. Funabashi established a sister-city relationship with Hayward, California in the
United States in 1986, and with Odense, Denmark, in 1989. Thereafter the city reached
a friendship city agreement with Xian, China in 1994. These relationships made world
countries closer to us and opened up opportunities for grass-roots international
exchange.

As the city of sports and health, Funabashi has sent out world-class players,
including those from its municipal high school.

In the field of medical services, Funabashi City has introduced the first-in-
Japan "doctor car system." Beyond basic paramedic services customary in a typical
ambulance, fully qualified medical doctors ride along in highly equipped ambulances, BAETT7OF D 2 &
bringing the most advanced treatment to critical patients even earlier. This has attract-
ed attention to Funabashi as a city at the forefront of medical services.

In 1987, Funabashi opened "Wampaku Kingdom" in commemoration of the

city's 50th anniversary. In 1996, "Marchen Hill" and the "Children's Art Gallery" were EI
added to "Wampaku Kingdom" to form "Andersen Park" which serves as a place of
recreation and relaxation for citizens.
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