Postwar Recovery and the Return to Daily Life 1945 ~1954

The war ended in 1945, yet its devastating scars remained countrywide.
Funabashi, however, did not suffer large-scale air raids and therefore sustained rela-
tively little dammage. Immediately after the war, a booming black market formed in a
vacant lot at the south exit of Keisei Funabashi Station. The vast number of people this
attracted earned it the nickname "The Shanghai of Japan."

Although people were living in poverty, citizens began establishing cultural
and sporting activities and events. In 1946, Chiba Prefecture's first city library opened.
Funabashi's first Boy Scout Troop was organized in 1946. In 1949, three community
centers opened, including the central one.

In 1948 the city assembly of Funabashi aimed to secure its own revenue
sources, and by 1950 the city opened horse and auto race courses.

With the 1953 establishment of the national law for the promotion and merger ~ fio & 77T 7 O T D 2= &
of municipalities, such mergers began to gather steam. Funabashi City merged with the
town of Ninomiya in 1953, and with the village of Toyotomi in 1954. Through these two
mergers, Funabashi effectively doubled its area, and these regions remain an integral

part of the city to this day. E !ﬁ
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