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In April 2007, Funabashi celebrated its memorable 70th anniversary.

Two towns and three villages merged in 1937 to form the city of Funabashi, with a population of 43,000. Since then,
Funabashi has grown into one of the major cities in Japan with a current population of approximately 580,000. In 2003, Funabashi
was designated a Core City*, the first in Chiba Prefecture. (*For information on a "Core City" please see page 52.)

As Funabashi is located near the Tokyo Metropolis and has well developed railroad and road networks, a variety of indus-
tries operate here. The city has beautiful greens in the inland, while in the south stretches "Sanbanze," a precious tideland facing
Tokyo Bay which gives residents access to rich natural wetlands.

For Funabashi to take the next step, the motivation and ingenuity of all 580,000 citizens is needed. We strive to collaborate
with our citizens to realize our goal, "Funabashi, A Lively City of Interaction," where all can find happiness.

To commemorate its 70th anniversary, Funabashi will hold the "24th National Urban Greenery Fair of Funabashi"and a
variety of other events. This memorial booklet has been published with the hope that you will be able to deepen your understanding
of our city, and though the photographs of our predecessors gain a greater appreciation for our history.
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