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City-Designated Cultural Property(tangible, sculpture)
Date of Designation: March 17, 1965
Custodian: Yurugi Jizo Preservation Society

Wooden Sedentary Statue of Jizo Bosatsu
( “Yurugi Jizo” )

In the days of Edo, this land was home to an ancient pine called
“the swaying pine.” A nearly identical name was subsequently
given to the small administrative unit where it was located.
The tree was so enormous that its branches covered the valley.
Its roots rose up from the ground, and passing under them caused
the tree to sway up to its top. This is said to be the origin of
the tree’ s name.

When “the swaying pine” withered and died, a villager
who lamented it asked a “mokujikiso,” or severely ascetic
monk, named Kanshin to carve two “Jizo Bosatsu,” or the
bodhisattva who guards over children. It is said that the
smaller of the carvings was moved to Kotoan in Yakuendai
(also part of present-day Funabashi City), and that the larger
one was kept in this land that was home to pine trees. This is
where the larger carving’ s other name, “Yurugi Jizo” or
“The Swaying Guardian Deity of Children,” originates from.

“The swaying pine” is mentioned in the work “Katsushikaki”
( “Record of Katsushika” ) dated 1749, another implication
that this pine tree and “The Swaying Guardian Deity of
Children” were widely known at the time.

“The Swaying Guardian Deity of Children” stands 172cm
high, with 50cm separating the top of its head and chin. Its
pedestal, shaped like a lotus, is 29cm high. Carved out of a
single block of wood, the statue exudes gentleness and
compassion. While its counterpart in Kotoan, called “Kobba
Jizo” or literally “Guardian Deity of Children Made from a
Piece of Wood,” is also said to be the work of Kanshin the
monk, due to its sophisticated techniques that went into its
carving, the possibility also exists that it was the creation of
a professional Buddhist image sculptor.
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