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Prefecture-Designated Cultural Properties(Tangible / Architecture)

Date of Designation: December 22, 1967 (Showa 42)
Administrator: Saifuku-ji Temple

Five-Tier Stone Pagoda of Saifuku=ji

Five-Tier Pagoda is a Kind of commemorative towers built during the
mid-Heian period. It consists of five pieces of stone which correspond to the Five
Essential Elements of the Universe in Buddhist doctrine.

This Pagoda, built of andesite (a variety of igneous volcanic rock),though
some suggest it may helong to Nanhoku-cho period, is helieved to have heen built
during the late Kamakura period. This Five-Tier Pagoda is 295 centimeters high, which
is considered large for pagodas of its time period in Chiba Prefecture.

Hokyo-in-t6 Pagoda of Saifuku-ji

Three-tier Pagoda was originally constructed in China modeled after the
Buddha's Memorial Tower in India. It was later brought to Japan during the mid-Heian
period. Since it was originally intended to be a repository for the “Hé-kyo-in Dharani
Sitra” (the text of the Buddhist doctrine) it was named Ho-kyo-in Pagoda. This pagoda,
made of andesite (a variety of igneous volcanic rock), was made during the late
Kamakura period and is considered large for its time period in Chiba prefecture. Only
154 centimeters of the original tower remain.

It is said that these two towers were transferred from the Gotenchi area (present
Honché 4-choéme) to the current location.
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