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City-Designated Cultural Property(Tangible/Building)
Designated on February 27,1992
Property of Ninomiya-jinja shrine

Shrine Buildings of Ninomiya Shrine

The history of Ninomiya Shrine dates back considerably.Its founding is documesainted to have
taken place during the Konin era of Japanese history (810-824).Judging from the ridgepole plaques
and the architectural style of its various components, the existing shrine buildings are believed
to be theresult of a reconstruction that took place during the Anei era (1772-1781).

The shrine buildings consist of the worship hall in the front, the main shrine in the back, and
an offering hall that connects the two. The roof of both the main shrine and the worship hall was
resheathed with copper plates in 1922 and 1925, respectively. Until then, the buildings were
thatch-roofed.

The design of the shrine buildings reflects a construction that assumes visitors will come from
the front torii gate located across a valley, and was devised so that visitors, once they finish climbing
the stairs leading to the shrine, receive a full view of the cusped gable on the roof of those steps
on the other side of the second torii gate.

With the exception of the back side, the perimeter of the worship hall is a cornice. Fittings consist
of sliding wooden doors accompanied by large number of horizontal rails. The ceiling of both
the worship hall and offering hall is coffered.

Looking at a full view of Ninomiya Shrine from its side, the main shrine has a curbed gabled roof
construction with a streamlined style that stretches the roof to project the eaves out towards the front.

The paneling around the main shrine and its side screens contain breathtaking sculpture work
themed after Chinese fables, offering a glimpse at the outstanding techniques employed by sculptors
in the late Edo era.

Additionally, the bracket complex and center struts of the eaves, which are believed to have been
constructed using methods of carpenters who specialize in shrines, exhibit superb design and
finishing carpentry.
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