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City-Designated Cultural Property (Intangible Folk)
Designated Date: June 26, 1995
Successors: The Ninomiya Jinja Shrine Band

Kagura of Ninomiya Jinja Shrine

Ninomiya Jinja Shrine is one of the famous shrines in the eastern Funabashi City and is
considered to be established the during the Konin period (810 — 824).

Its origin is not clear, however, writings ‘the ™ year of Kansei (1799)' and ‘the 8" year of Tenpo
(1837)" were found on old costumes of kagura. It is also performed at Yakuendai Shinmei Jinja
Shrine on October 14", Kagura has been handed down by the Ninomiya Jinja Shrine band,
including local people in Miyama area.

Following sixteen dances are performed at present: (1) Miko Mai, (2) Okina Mai, (3) Saruta Mai,
(4) Shinmei Mai, (5) Tenko Mai, (6) Uzume Mai, (7) Hiriko Mai, (8) Okame Mai, (9) Houken-uchi,
(10) Katori Mai, (11) Genzanmi (an elimination of a fabulous bird ‘Nue’), (12) Tamatori Mai, (13)
Sanji Mai (the throwing of mochi rice cakes), (14) Daikoku Mai, (15) Shishi Mai, (16) Onino Mai
(No. 14, 15, and 16 are performed only for Setsubun Festival). (All are listed in common names.)

Okina Mai, Saruta Mai, and Shinmei Mai are called 'San-za’, and these are very important
programs among sixteen dances. Also Katori Mai and Genzanmi have been inherited to this shrine
only in the city. An octopus plays the clown in Hiriko Mai and draws laughter from the audience.
The band consists of four musicians: a big hand drum (byouchidaiko), a drum for base rhythm
(shimedaiko), a flute player and cymbals (chappa).

Kagura of Ninomiya Jinja Shrine is considered to belong to the group composed of twelve pieces
of dances in Kanto region because of its formation. In addition, it is characterized by having both

solemnity as a Shinto ritual and an aspect of entertainment in a festival at the same time.
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