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City Designated Cultural Property (tangible, sculpture)
Designated February 22, 1966
Under care of Fujiwara-do Hall

Wooden standing statue of the Bodhisattva Kannon

The wooden standing statue of the Bodhisattva Kannon housed within this hall is object of
worship for the Kannon-do Hall (Fujiwara-do) of the former Fujiwara Shinden area. 83 cm
high, the head and body were made from a single tree, with parts of the arms, legs, and dress
made from other trees. Extensive research has determined that it was likely made in the early
Edo period.

It is said that Tanaka Sanzaemon of Gyotoku, taking a key role, built this hall in Fujiwara
Shinden, which was developed in the early Edo period, and received this Kannon statue from
Tokugan-ji in Gyotoku in 1690.

It has traditionally been called the “Substitute Kannon.” One story that has been handed down ~
regarding this is that it was built from the same tree and by the same sculptor as the Substitute
Kannon in Anao-ji of Tanba (now Kameoka City, Kyoto), and was transferred from Kenju-ji
in Tanba.

According to the text “Origin of the Substitute Kannon,” there was a famous sculptor of
Buddhist statuary in Kyoto at that time, named Kanze, who sculpted the Bodhisattva Kannon
at the request of the elders of Tanba. After Kanze delivered the statue to the elders, he was
captured by a highwayman .

in the foothills near Oeyama.
He expected to die by the
robber’ s katana but was
unharmed. Thinking this
mysterious, he returned to
Tanba, where he saw that
the Kannon statue was
bleeding, and realized that
it had served as his substitute.
It is said that after this, it
became an object of fervent
worship.

At Fujiwara-do, this Kannon
was hidden from the general
public from the beginning.
Based in the story that the
Bodhisattva Kannon changed
her form 33 times to save all
living beings, it was opened
to the public once every

33 years.
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