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City-Designated Cultural Property (Tangible/Sculpture)
Designated on March 5, 1971
Property of Chofuku-ji Temple
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Standing Figure of the Sacred Kannon Bodhisattva Made of Wood
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The beginnings of Chofuku-ji Temple are said
to be the operation of a shrine where a statue
of the Kannon Goddess of Mercy by Buddhist
sculptor Jochd was enshrined in the mid-Heian
period.

It is documented in obituaries that a character
by the name of Natsumi Kaga no Kami Masayoshi
founded the temple during 15581570, and

took in a priest there by the name of Kiazan. |

After the Edo period began, in 1649 under
Tokugawa Iemitsu, the third shogun of the
Tokugawa dynasty, the temple was granted
a territory amounting to five crop yields that
was authorized by the shogunate to host a shrine
to Kannon.

The Standing Figure of the Sacred Kannon

Bodhisattva Made of Wood rests in a miniature |
shrine in the temple. It stands 56.8cm tall atop |
a lotus-shaped pedestal. The figure is adorned |

with a spiral-patterned halo and a diadem on
its head, and has a personal ornament draped
on its chest. Crystal has been inserted in its
eyes and white hair on its forehead.

The antique look of the figure in its current

state is considered to be the result from repairs |

made during 1688—1704, with the locus pedestal,
miniature shrine and halo undergoing subsequent
repairs in 1698.

Upon undergoing dismantling and repair work

in 1990, ink inscriptions were found in the |
statue’ s interior. These made it clear that ||
the statue was created in 1536. According to |

an epitaph, it was fashioned by a Buddhist
sculptor and contributed by “Natsumi Toshima
Kageyusaemon no Jo Taira no Ason Tanesada.”
In addition to the statue being a fine work of

art, the inscriptions inside represent a precious

resource for shedding light on the circumstances
that surrounded the local people during the

mid-Sengoku period. Although the statue is not “:

open to the general public, it is exhibited once
every fifty years.

Moreover, as part of the former site of Natsumi
Castle from the Middle Ages, Chofuku-ji Temple
contains remnants of part of the earthen walls
of the castle in its rear.
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