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Prefectural Designated Cultural Property (tangible, sculpture)
Designed February 26, 1993
Property of Shden-ji Temple

Wooden seated statues of the Five Wisdom Buddhas

In esoteric Buddhism, Dainichi Nyorai is thought to represent the highest absolute existence,
Buddhahood illuminated by wisdom brighter than the sun. The Five Wisdom Buddhas, which
display five kinds of wisdom, consist of five Buddhas centered around Dainichi Nyorai. They
materialize in two realms, the Taizokai which preaches the compassion of Dainichi, and the
Kongokai which preaches his wisdom. Dainichi Nyorai and the arrangements of the other
four Buddhas have differences between the Taizokai and Kongokai.

Shoen-ji’ s Five Buddhas are the Five Wisdom Buddhas of the Taizokai, with Dainichi Nyorai
as the central Buddha and four Buddhas distributed around him: H6d6 Nyorai to his east,
Kaifukeo Nyorai to his south, Muryoju Nyorai to his west, and Tenkuraion Nyorai to his north.
The five sculptures form a set and are thought to have been sculpted simultaneously.

The height of the central Dainichi Nyorai sculpture is 59 cm, and the surrounding sculptures
roughly 41 cm each. Dainichi and three of the other Buddhas have had their legs mended with
the wood of a single kaya tree, with the remaining Buddha having been mended in modern
times. All of the carvings feature round bodies, plentiful mass, shallow carving, round faces
and gentle facial features. From these features and the structure of the sculptures, it is thought
that they were carved between the end of the 10th and 11th centuries (Heian period), making
them the oldest Buddha statues in this city. Furthermore, there are few similar examples of
the Five Wisdom Buddhas of the Taizokai, and survivals from the Heian period in particular
are extremely rare anywhere in the country.

Shéen-ji Temple is a result of the 1908 merger of Shogaku-ji and Enmei-in Temples, the latter
of which was located here. The Five Wisdom Buddhas were formerly housed in Shogaku-ji,in
Nishifuna 2-chome. We note the fact that these valuable statues have been preserved in the
Nishifuna area.
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