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City-Designated Cultural Properties(Tangihle / Sculpture)

Date of Designation: February 22, 1966 (Showa41)
Administrator: Organization for the Preservation of Designated Cultural Properties
‘Standing Bishamon-ten and Memorial Stone Slah’

Wooden Image of Standing Bishamon-ten

Saifuku~ji Temple's wooden image of standing Bishamon-ten (Vaisravana) has
inlaid crystal eyes and is made by the jointed hlock construction technique which
employs no fasteners, relying solely on the interlocking pieces of wood. The clear-cut
image of Bishamon-ten, made during the early Edo period, is well preserved with its
original colorings on whitewash by Paris white. Left hand and the jewelry casket
(ratna) on the palm as well as the nimbus seem to have been restored, but the trident
(trisiila) held by the right hand is believed to he original. [Height: 60ca + pedestal
23a].

It was formerly enshrined in the Bishamon-dé building on the temple precincts.
The Lotus Siitra (a text of the Buddhist doctrine) copied in 1656 (Meireki 2), is

contained in its womb.

City-Designated Cultural Properties(Tangible / Archaeological Materials)

Memorial Stone Slah
July 15, 1286 (Koan 9)

Saifuku-ji Temple's memorial stone slab is made of slate.Above the carving of
the lotus is a Siddham character § which stands for Amida-nyorai (Amitabha,one of
the loftiest savior figures in Buddhism). Below this on the left and right,kebyd (a
decorative vase used for offering flowers on the altar) are carved, and in the middle is
the date July 15, 1286 (Kodan 9.) [Present height: 57al.

This is highly prized because it is one of the only two examples dating hefore
the end of Koan era (1278-1288) in Kamakura period so far found within the city. The
bottom has heen lost but the remaining part is in excellent condition, and is considered a
fine example of sharp and deep Yagen-bori style carving. It is said that this stone slab
monument was excavated from the site of Enpuku-ji Temple (approximately 200 meters

west of saifuku-ji) which later merged with Saifuku-ji during the early Edo period.
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