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City-Designated Cultural Property (Tangible/Sculpture)
Designated on March 17, 1965
Property of Kowagama Town Stone Buddhist Image Preservation Society

Seated Figure of Jikytu Daitoku Made of Stone

The Seated Figure of Jikyu Daitoku Made of Stone rests in a miniature shrine in
To6ko-ji Temple. It stands 27cm high and is in the shape of a Buddhist priest with a stole
on. Engraved on the back of the figure are the characters “Jikyt Daitoku.”

“dJikya” is the nickname of Fukami Jizaemon, a vigilante in the early Edo period.
According to tales of old, the father of Jizaemon was a general under Fukushima Masanori,
with Jiizaemon himself also a high-salaried retainer who served the House of Todo.
However, he became a masterless samurai of his own will, and from there a head vigilante.
Afterwards, however, he was seized by the shogunate and banished to Okinokuni
(now Shimane Prefecture). After 30 years passed, he was pardoned and returned to Edo,
where he shaved his head, took on the name “Jikyt,” and built himself a hermitage
inside Ryoko-ji Temple in Edo Komagome Katamachi (now Honkomagome in Bunkyd City,
Tokyo). It is said that Jiizaemon asked a stonecutter to sculpt this statue after he shaved
his head, and that someone who served Jazaemon for years embarked on nationwide
pilgrimage with the statue in tow following Jizaemon’ s death. That person, it is said,
eventually arrived here at the end of his pilgrimage, and enshrined the statue
in Toko-ji Temple. “Hige no Ikyu,” a character who appears in the kabuki play
“Sukeroku Yukari no Edozakura,” is said to be modeled after Jiizaemon, whose tomb is
in Ryoko-ji Temple in Honkomagome.

Called “Ruri Kozan Shoren'in” under the Tendai sect of Buddhism to which it belongs,
T6ko-ji Temple was originally a branch temple of Senzo-ji Temple in Ogura, Eiji Village,
Inba District (now Inzai City). The foundation part of a Hoky6intd pagoda containing board
monuments and epitaphs from the Muromachi period was excavated from the temple
garden, suggesting that the temple has considerably old origins.
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