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City-Designated Cultural Property (Tangible Folk)
Date of Designation: March 31, 1982
Administrator: Noman-ji Temple

Large Votive Horse Tablet Depicting Eighty-Eight Pilgrimage Sites

The “Shikoku Pilgrimage to Eighty-Eight Sites™ involved making a pilgrimage round at eighty-eight temples in the region
modeled after the folklore story of Kukai, posthumously known as Kobo Daishi, who was said to have made his way through
the fields and mountains of Shikoku in his practice of Buddhism. The pilgrimage is said to have begun around the Muromachi
era. From praying that one’ s earnest wishes be answered to holding memorial services for one’ s ancestors or parents, the purpose
of the pilgrimage is varied in nature. The custom of the pilgrimage as seen today is believed to have been the product of a union
of Buddhism and folk beliefs. This custom also spread to the masses once the Edo era started, becoming extremely popular.

Alongside the Shikoku Pilgrimage becoming more commonplace, Buddhist temples referred to as the “new eighty-eight sites
of Shikoku™ were established across the region, and were popular places to practice religion as close sacred grounds. Some
areas where the temples were established had unique Buddhist associations called “ko” formed to make the pilgrimages. In
the northwest part of Chiba Prefecture alone, more than ten such “ko™ are confirmed to have existed.

There are two sacred grounds that are part of the pilgrimage in Funabashi City. One is the Katsushika Daishi located from
Western Funabashi up through Ichikawa and Matsudo. The other is the eighty-eight Buddhist temples of Yoshihashigumi,
which straddle Funabashi, Yachiyo, Narashino, Kamagaya and Shiroi. Pilgrimages were made to the sacred ground of
Yoshihashigumi, which was operated by the Yoshihashigumi Daishi ko association, across a five day period twice in the
spring and autumn. Large votive horse tablets depicting the placement and route of the pilgrimage site circuit made by the
Yoshihashigumi Daishi-ko association have been dedicated to the Noman-ji Temple and the Takane-cho Kangyo-in Temple,
with one tablet dedicated and preserved at each.

The tablet dedicated to Noman-ji Temple is 71cm tall and 89cm wide, and contains depictions in color on three Japanese
cedar boards. In addition to temples and halls among the eighty-eight pilgrimage sites, written on the tablet are the number,
location name and temple name for those sites, such as “Number One/Y oshihashi/Shaka-do Hall” and “Number Twelve
Shimohasama‘Noman-ji Temple.” While the temples and halls are depicted using an identical form, only Noman-ji Temple is
accompanied with a depiction of a man and a woman in worship. The center of the image plane also contains depictions of
wild horse embankments of the Kogane Shimonomaki Pasture as well as wickets and horses. Additionally, the bottom-left of
the image place contains the indications “Honjo Tatekawa Mitsume Tokuemon-cho 2-chome Imoya Sadaemon™ and
“Repaired on May 1.” Judging from the visual style, techniques and other visual elements employed, the tablet is surmised to
have been produced sometime between the end of the Edo era and the Meiji era.

This large votive horse tablet constitutes precious materials that show in detail the circumstances of the era with respect to
the sacred grounds of the Yoshihashigumi Daishi-ko association, a representative example of folk belief connected to the
Funabashi City area.
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