miEENXLE (FHEMR)

5 LwdlEs H» Lk &AF L&k F 2% ES
NTN5FRILFAKIEE  mee w58

WA TR, ARz DI 23 < - TIET LT & WS KIS B B, A
FHOEBERILT 2 60T, SAHREN 5B 5NEENS, KLOBIKILOEHR, FroB
DR EREA T, IR ERIEMARE L THHR5N &S BB L & 52 515,
TTRIHRIC 725 & RORICBIERD. I T,

PIERALAS RT3 & THEA LA BT EFEND BEASHICRE SN, SERESE L
THACEME A, HIRCE > TIHED “#° £0< 0. BLET>LS5IR0, THERILNE
EUTH 10 ROWIB 7= 2 ERHERE TN S,

HHNOEEE LT, KIS S - AT TOBMABIE. kG - AT - B
BT - LR E % SHERLA A TIEEIO D2 B 5. SIGHIEENL S KERLARIRASERS L,
B2 1 5 HENCD 7 > TEEATHITOR, RGO ORI &I % HiV 7= AT
DKL AL & B b T ORMEN, RESNTNS,

BB AN N TV ARIL. M 7lcm, B 99.6cm T, O =BBICRETHM TS, K
INTAEFIDSBED/NTAZFHZOWT, MINICRERFREE THHEF &R Bl w5 XS
CHFIOBRKR, Hif FHAEBEAATOS, 7 MM FEFROREBIEDZEOEMIHEEN &
ZOXH, XLICEMIEERNSHANTSY, B MBS, i & QR =
CENTVAETRBFOLOERAS, WMEOLFIIE (SH RIEKMES PR
USSR GHRAH B0, COREINESSE (1867) CERINED EAW SN THS.

ZOKREIEIL. T 2 RENRREIZ I TH 2 HHHAMHROZENC DN T, K50
KB E BRI 73 2R & LTI b O TH 5,

A3#0 57 (1982) &£ 3 B 31 HIEXE

5 i HP A
BRRy o () -
K SERERO POF V)

SM5F3 R MELTHERES

City-Designated Cultural Property (Tangible Folk)
Date of Designation: March 31, 1982
Administrator: Kangyo-in Temple

Large Votive Horse Tablet Depicting Eighty-Eight Pilgrimage Sites

The “Shikoku Pilgrimage to Eighty-Eight Sites” involved making a pilgrimage round at eighty-eight temples in the region
modeled after the folklore story of Kukai, posthumously known as Kobo Daishi, who was said to have made his way through
the fields and mountains of Shikoku in his practice of Buddhism. The pilgrimage is said to have begun around the Muromachi
era. From praying that one’ s earnest wishes be answered to holding memorial services for one’ s ancestors or parents, the
purpose of the pilgrimage is varied in nature. The custom of the pilgrimage as seen today is believed to have been the product
of a union of Buddhism and folk beliefs. This custom also spread to the masses once the Edo era started, becoming extremely
popular.

Alongside the Shikoku Pilgrimage becoming more commonplace, Buddhist temples referred to as the “new eighty-eight sites
of Shikoku™ were established across the region, and were popular places to practice religion as close sacred grounds. Some
areas where the temples were established had unique Buddhist associations called “ko” formed to make the pilgrimages. In
the northwest part of Chiba Prefecture alone, more than ten such “ko” are confirmed to have existed.

There are two sacred grounds that are part of the pilgrimage in Funabashi City. One is the Katsushika Daishi located from
Western Funabashi up through Ichikawa and Matsudo. The other is the eighty-eight Buddhist temples of Yoshihashigumi,
which straddle Funabashi, Yachiyo, Narashino, Kamagaya and Shiroi. Pilgrimages were made to the sacred ground of
Yoshihashigumi, which was operated by the Yoshihashigumi Daishi-ko association, across a five-day period twice in the
spring and autumn. Large votive horse tablets depicting the placement and route of the pilgrimage site circuit made by the
Yoshihashi i Daishi-ko association have been dedicated to the Hasama-cho Noman-ji Temple and the Kangyo-in Temple,
with one tablet dedicated and preserved at each.

The tablet dedicated to Kangyo-in Temple is 71cm tall and 99.6cm wide, and contains color depictions on three Japanese cedar
boards. Similar to its counterpart at the Noman-ji Temple, written within the circles on the tablet are the number, location name
and temple name for eighty-six out of the eighty-eight pilgrimage sites, such as “Number Fifteen/Takane/Kangyo-in Temple”
are stated. Also depicted are grazing horses in the Kogane Shimonomaki Pasture, the Ebi River and its tributaries, and the Kanno
and Hanami Rivers. The depictions of scenic elements such as Takane, Funabashi-daijingu Shrine and Ninomiya-jingu Shrine
distinguishes this tablet from its Noman-ji Temple counterpart. The bottom-right of the image plane contains the indications
“Tosho Somei Tarobei Saihaikinkakesho” and “Auspicious Beginning of Autumn, 1867,” making it clear that this particular
votive horse tablet was dedicated in that year.

This large votive horse tablet constitutes precious materials that show in detail the circumstances of the era with respect to
the sacred grounds of Yoshihashigumi Daishi-ko association, a representative example of folk belief connected to the
Funabashi City area.
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