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City-Designated Cultural Property (Intangible Folk)
Designated Date: June 26, 1995
Successors: The Omiya Jinja Shrine Band

Kagura of Omiya Jinja Shrine in Hasamacho

Kagura of Omiya Jinja Shrine is considered to be brought from Hongo, Yatsu (Narashino City).

Its origin is not clear, however, writings ‘the 3™ year of Bunkyu (1863)' and 'the 6 year of Ansei
(1859)" were found on the box of kagura costumes so it is believed that kagura has been
performed since the end of the Edo period.

Kagura, a sacred music and dancing is usually performed at a stage inside the precincts on the
evening of the 7" of January and on the evening of October 23" (the day of an annual festival). It
has been handed down by the Omiya Jinja Shrine band, including parishioners of this shrine.
Following twelve dances are performed at present: (1) Miko Mai, (2) Tengu (Sarutahiko), (3)
Hachiman Taro (Chinori), (4) Usume, (5) Kokaji (Sumiyoshi Mai), (6) Okina, (7) Sinmei (Tanemaki),
(8) Kitsune (Tenku), (9) Jingu kogo (Empress Jingu), (10) Hyottoko, (11) Ibisu sama (Hiruko), (12)
Oni/ Shoki (Sanjin).

The Omiya Jinja is the only shrine which offers ‘Jingu kogo’ (Empress Jingu) program in the city.
The band consists of five musicians: a big hand drum (byouchidaiko), a drum for base rhythm
(shimedaiko) and three flute players.

A community has been formed since old times in Hasama. It used to be a prosperous agricultural
area so people have performed kagura to appreciate abundant crop and to pray for a bumper crop.

Local people have passed down this distinctive kagura adding their originality to it.
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