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The Requiem Mass at the Great Statue of Buddha

From the early to late Edo period, the fishing grounds of Funahashi were known as
“Osaino-ura” which roughly translates to “Inlet of Food.” Fish caught in this area (later in cash
after 1703 (Genroku 16)) were articled to the Japanese Feudal Government during the Tokugawa
(Edo) Shogunate Period. This area was the cause of many conflicts over the fishing rights
among the neighhoring villages like Horie, Nekozane, Yatsu and Saginuma.

In 1824 (Bunsei 7), when quarreling over the property line with Nekozane (now in
Urayasu City) was taking place, fishing hoats from the other villages invadad the fishing
territory of Funabashi, and among them was a hoat of Samurai warriors hoisting the battle

lard of the Hitotsubashi family of the Tokugawas. Fishermen from Funabashi beat samurai
and even stole the official flag standard. Among the Funabashi fishermen involved, three
representatives were imprisoned for fighting such a prestigious Shogunate family. Among those
three, one died in prison and another followed shortly after that. The following year, 1825, local
le started holding a r mass at the hig seated stone S'ﬁky(tmuni Buddha, originally
installed in 1746 (Enky6 3) in memory of the victims of Isunami, now to honor the three

 tishermen of the incident as well. The annually held mass continues even today. On the day of

the memorial, now on February 28, cooked rice is pasted on the face and hody of the hig
Buddha statue there, in compensation for the men who ate very poorly in prison. The
tomhstones of the two executed can he found on the west side of the Buddha.
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