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City-Designated Cultural Property(Tangible/Historical materials)
Designated on October.23,1980
Property of Ninomiya-jinja shrine

Haiku Inscriptions Dedicated by Saito Sonojo and Other Poets

In 1863, Saito Sonojo of Oana, Kuwaga of Takinoi, Rinchu of Shohaku (Yakuendai)
and other haiku poets from neighboring villages of Miyama organized a dedication
of haiku inscriptions to Ninomiya Shrine.

These haiku were selected by Kosando Takuro and other poets who were renowned
in Edo at the time.

The inscriptions, which are displayed in Ninomiya Shrine’ s worship hall, are on
a single zelkova wood board of considerable size with a height of 107 cm and a width
of 376 cm. Inscribed on it are haiku by a total of 80 poets that include residents of
21 neighboring villages of the shrine and individuals from Edo and Ichikawa.
Adorning the board are extravagant carvings by the Edo craftsman nogawa hougen
tairanotomosato.

One of the organizers of the dedication, Saito Sonojo, was born in a distinguished
family in 1782 in the village of Oana (now Oana, Funabashi City). One of Funabashi’ s
leading poets, she familiarized herself with haiku from a young age, and studied under
a renowned poet whose works were celebrated in Edo.

Next to Sonojo’ s haiku is an inscription indicating that she was 82 years of age when
the dedication was made.

The board containing the haiku inscriptions is also a valuable artifact that both shows
how a large number of people were fond of haiku poetry in the late Edo era and
recounts the character and contributions of Saito Sonojo as a poet.

March 2021 Funabashi City Board of Education

fHP A
HBEIHEhTWBHERE
FhERE (B4F) - BEERO
PDF7F— 2 %BEH L TVET




